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with the wife of his brother Herod Philip, his Arabian
queen indignantly fled to her father, who took up
arms to revenge her wrongs against her guilty hus-
band.    How far Herod could depend in this contest
on the loyalty of his subjects was extremely doubtful
It is possible he might entertain hopes that the repu-
diation of a foreign alliance, ever hateful to the Jews,
and the union with a branch of the Asmonean line
(for Herodias was the daughter of Herod the Great
by Mariamne), might counterbalance in the popular
estimation the injustice and criminality of his mar-
riage with his brother's wife.   The influence of John,
according to Josephus, was almost unlimited.   The
subjects,  and   even   the   soldiery,  of  the   tetrarch
crowded with devout submission around the Prophet,
On his decision might depend the wavering loyalty of
the whole province.    But John denounced with open
indignation the royal incest, and declared the mar-
riage with a brother's wife to be a flagrant violation
of the law.    Herod, before long, ordered him to be
seized and imprisoned in the strong fortress of. Ma-
chaerus, on the remote border of his trans-Jordanic
territory.'*

219, Such was the light thrown upon the  Holy
Baptist by the secular events in which he was encom-
passed, in the opinion of one who nevertheless, as we
know, "feared him, knowing he was a just man,"    And
f Hist. Christ Vol. i. p. 176.